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SEVERE LOCAL STORMS FOR FEBRUARY 1948 

Meteorological Yearbook] 
[The table hereunder e o n e  such data as have been received concerning severe low! storms that occurred during the month. A revised list will appear in the United States 
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west viglnfs ___---.----____ 

Oascsde Oounty, Mont --____ 
Helena, Mont ..-...-----..-- 
North Dakota, entire Btat8.. 

Beckham County. Okla.--.. 

Milwaukee, Wis _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Minnesota _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _  ---_ _ _ _  
Near Sumter on Wateree 

Burley, Idaho _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
California, southern portion. 

Dough, Ariz- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

River, 9. 0. 

t Rotan, Tex., and vicinity--- 
Roscoe Tex and vicinity--- 
Mertzdn. T&., and vicinity. 
San Angelo, Tex., and vicin- 

Kerrvllle, Tes., and vicinity- 

Ballhger, Tex., and vicinity. 

Mason, Tex., and vicinity--. 
Comanche, Tex., and vicin- 

Ranger Tex and Vicinity-- 
Woods&, Tex., and vicinity. 
Lewisville, Tex., near- - - - - - - 
Itsscs, Tex., and vicinity ___. 

Bloomington, Ind. _ _ _ -  -__  _ _ _  
Centerton Ind _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Enox Co&ty, Ind _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
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Time 

10 p. m., 5th- 
4 p. m., 6th. 

Night 8th- 
day,' 9th. 

Afternoon. 9th 
-morning, 
10th. 

morhng 'of 
11th. 

Night 10th- 

P.m 

11 a. m _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
1230 p. 

4 p. m. 15th- 
3 p. m. 16th. 

10 a. m. 16th- 
630 a. m. 
17th. 

Afternoon and 
night. 

10:30 a. 

11 a. m . 4  p. 
m. 

Afternoon.-- - 
.-__.do _ _ _ _ _  - _ _  
.-_____-____-_- 

11:14 a. m.-3 

5:30 p. rn----- 
7p.m.------- 
7:30 p. m----- 
252 p. m----- 
8:30 p. rn----- 
. _ _  -_do-. ___  _ _  - 
9:20 p. rn----- 
10 p. m _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

____.do _ _ _ _ _ _ _  - 
lo:% p. m----. 
Evening- - - __. 
I2:15a. m..-.. 

5 
5:30 p. m _____. 

p. m. 

-_________-_.-. 
___.________.-. 

-___--___-----. 

Afternoon-.--. 

- - 
Width 
If path, 
yards 

0 ImJ -----I 

Character of storm 

High wind and snow. 

Glare and sleet..--. 

Snow, sleet, and 

Blizzard _ _ _ _ _  - _ _ _ _  - ~. 
glaze. 

Snow slide. _ _ _  _ _ _ _  - .  

High wind 

____do __________. _ _ _  
Hjgh wind and blow 

High wind .___.__._ 

Wind. - .- ._ - -. - _ _  - - 

ing snow. 

____do ..____________ 

High winds _______. 

Wind .... _ _  _ _  _ _ _ _ _  _ _  
.-..do.. . .. - - - - - - - - - 
Hail and wind.---- 
Wind .______.______ 

.---.do. _ _ _ _  - - - - - - - - - 
Tornado, hail, and 

Wind- _________.___ 
.-.--do _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _  .- ._ .- 

Tornado- - - _. ._. . _ _  
-*--do _ _ _ _  ~. -. . . . - -. 
- - - -do- - - - - - -. -. . . . . 
Wind- _ _ _ _ _ _ _  -. _ _ _  -. 
--:-do _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _  _ _  - - _ _  
Tornado- - _ _ _  - -. _ _  _ _  
Wind. ______. ____.__ 
Glaze sleet, snow, 

wind. 

and'wind. 

Rain, sleet, and 

Wind- - -. . . . _ _  - - _ _  -. 
High winds .__.____ 

heavy snow. 

Remarks 

Near zero temperatures; 3 to 7 inches of ?now and high winds, espe- 
cially in Meade, Ford, and Clark Counties, where foads were blocked 
l_or_Z.days. 3 persons met death from exposure In northern Meade 
counry 

14 pcrsons'injured as 3 passenger cars of the Rio Orande Western R. R. 
were caught in snowslide and carried 300 feet down gorge. 

U. S. Highway 40 blocked for a day by drifts 12 to 14 feet deep. 
A probable tornado destroyed 2 homes and many trees about 12 miles 

south of MonticeUo. No injuries. 
Tornado passed cast of town destroying about 30 homes and a hanpar. 

and cutting a freight train'into 2 parts. It moved northeastward in 
zigzag course and over a course almost identical with that of a pre- 
vious tornado. 25 persons injured. 

Strcnms orcrflowcd banks locally. Maximum flood stage of record at  
('Isrkshurg. Many roads blocked 12 to 24 hours by high water and 
n inor  Inndslidcs; small bridges washed away. Damage to roads 
2nd bridges estimated at 8305,OOO. Portions of dozen or more ritjes 
and towns inundated as highas ceilings of first floors, causing consld- 
rrable damage. 

Southwest wind, estirrialod at 75 m. p. h., damnged windows, roofs, 
chimneys. and small buildings. 

Maximum velocity of49 m. p. h. on 17th, sct 3 new record for February. 
Penk y s t  of 74 m. p. h. on 16th. 

Storm most severe in northwestern portion. Highways blocked, and 
some damagc to farm buildings. Two farmers, lost in storm, were 
frozen tqdcath. 

Qust-?! Find demolished high school gymnasium under construction 
at hili u t y .  

Steel framework of w?rehouse under construction collapsed, killing 1 
workman and injuring 3 others. Several plate glass windows broken, 
utility service disrupted and 4 persons injured in city. 

Considerable minor dpmdge to propgrty, and. trees. Tratac ~eriously 
deiaved by snow drifts and poor vlsrbllitv in northern and western 
portions. Storm accompanied by light show and cold wave. 

Three fatalities from drowning as boat was upset by wind. 

Barn blown down, killing 1 cow; 8 other cows injured and had to be 
destroyed. 

Winds up to EO m. p. h. struck many sections, including the Mojave 
Desert. Trees uprooted, signs and fences blown down, windows 
broken and power lines severed. 

Gusty whds from 60 to 60 m. p. h., toppled several garages and fences, 
uprooted trees, broke lines, damagod roofs, and smashed plate 
glass windows. 

Private hangar and several roofs damaged. 
Barns houses and windmill.; damaged. 
Roofs And gakges damaged: lambs killed by hail. 
Radio tower blown over; plate glass,winclows broken; utility lines blown 

down; 12 planes at Goodfellow Field damaged. 
Fruit trees uprooted, fencing destrol-cd, poultry killed, and chimneys 

blown down. 
Bruce Field hangar destroyed; 8 plancs damaged. 

Windmills damaged, trees blown down, and metal roofing torn. 
Plate glass broken and roofs damaged. 

One home destroyed; bam unroofed; filling station and store damaged. 
32 homes damaged with 7 completely destroyed. 
A wornan, pinned'in wreckage of her home burned to  death. Storm 

occnrrcd about 7 miles west of Lewisville h Bartonville community. 
Unroofed an ice factory; destroyed front on 4 brick store buildings; 

wrindows broken in residences. 
Trees down; minor damage to buildings. 
Path 1 mile long. 
Trees and barns damaged. 
Many poles, wires, and power lines down, causing communication and 

elcctric serviccs and traffic to be seriously disrnpted. Many side 
roads blocked by snowdrifts. Thickness of ice and snow on wires, % 
to 3 inches in diameter. High winds contributed greatly to damage. 
Heaviest snow and ice formation from North Dakota border south- 
eastward to Willmar and Glencoe, then, eastward to Wisconsin 
border. Length of path 200 miles. Estimated that about 4,172 
wire breaks occurred and about 629 poles fell. 

Rain turning to sleet and Father heavy snow damaged telephone lines 
badly. Transportation m@mpted. 

Three fatalities from drownmg as boat was u p t  by winds. 
Damage, mostly of minor nature, to trees, pub IC utility lines, and small 

buildings. 
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LATE STORM REPORTS FOR JANUARY 1948 

Meteorological Yearbook] 
[The table hereunder contains snch data BIJ were received concsrning severe local storms that oanured during the month. A revised list will appear in the United Etatm 

Tornado 

Heavy rain _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  

Value of 
groperty Character of storm 

estroyed 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Rain and high wind I 
~ 

Remarks 

pariod, 11 inches. 


